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"I"Takmg over superwsmn of Jaﬂ and nursmg home

. By AARON ALDRIDGIJ
Staff Writer R R At

o _:'Tlhe o .Sul:liéail_" . 'County
. ,Commlsswn has taken gver
supervision “of the jail and the

,nursmg home i in the wake of the -
i _couuty MAnagers remgnatmn
T "*We're trying to take dur own

'respuns‘lhlllty and be -account-
+able,” commissioner Jeff Barrette
. sald Tuesday durinig a- scheduled

county comnnssmner & meetm g.
Ed Gil de Rubio ahnounéed his

remgnauon Monday citing & dif-

ferenee, of opinion with: the eom-

inissign’.on. which' direction to‘
‘take the county .
' The eorfunission requested that-

all department heads, mcludmg
jail supermte:ndent
Cunnitgham and nursing hoine
administrator Ted Purdy, attend

the mecting to ask any questions

Ross

they mav héve about: G11 de .

Rubio’s departure:

“T just warited to call- every-- .
body here fo talk about it
Barretté said. “Basically, Ted and :
Ross will be reporting to us. With

that will
changes,”-

Facilities director Greg Chanis
was appointéd interim county
manager and will work closely

ctitne - gonie - other

with Gil de Rubio until his resig-

" nation becoines éffec'tive Dec. 31

What we're {ooklng to is to make your organlzatlon

‘the best. lt can be so it cah fund everyone else

Jeff Barrette

* 8ullivan County commmissioner
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give Greg more time with the
“Part of the reason to pull the budget,” commissioner - Ben
nursing home and jail out 'of the . . - 3G Do

county manager’s purview is to See CQMMISSIQNERS Page Al
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Nelson:said, '
State Rep. Peter Franklin, D-Newport, who

attended the meeting as an observer, applauded the

move toward direct supervision. :

“1, too, think things should change for the better”
Franklin said. “A ot more openness and trans-
parency.” _

But Franklin warned the eommission he WS Con-
cerned about some aspects of department heads
reporting directly. : A

- “The danger is that some pegple might.go to.ene

commyissioner and others go to anpther commission.

ex)” Franklin said. “It shouldr’t be willy-nilly”

has rigt felt comfortable falking io the commission.

ers-or with delegation members. e
“Iwiould love for all of us o come together as a

team,” King said. “So we can truly ‘make Suilivan

County firncfion : R

Purdy made his first 'répﬁi‘ﬁ to the commission
-and said be prejects a reverme shortfall at the s,

fiscal year. ', .

1. think its a copservatiye ..projecti_dn;:’_’- Pardy’

said.

,By‘Lakmg over the superyision of the. musing.
home, Barretie said he hopes tolend.a greater level

of support and remove & layerofbureaucracy, -
* . “What we're looking fo is ‘fo make your organiza-

tion the best it can be 50t ean fund everyoneelse’s”
When Barrette was asked how the commission.
would handle the projected shortfall, he said there.

was a twofold plan, - S ‘
- “Birst, we'll he filling the exterior coordinators
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 County Register of Deeds Sharron King said ghe

ing home of more than $14 million for the current

position,” Barrefte said. “And second, well eurb
expenses where I believe the true deficit is” -
Barrette also said there are no plans to lay off
personnel, - : ToE el
“There is the potential for a nonhealth care hiring
freeze,” Barrette said, | T
Cunningham also gave his first réport. and

‘vequested permission to expend money from thejajl

commissary-budget fo fund inmate services,. e
Franklin interjected and asked the CoMmmASsicn,

~how-it. conld authorize expending money without

permission. . : S SR

. “The commissary money is mot 'in, the budget”

commyissioner. Tithel Jarvis:said, “But it will-be next -

Cunningham then anmounced that he promoted

2, corvections officer o sergeant when Franklin

questioned the mave. B
“It’s not in“the budget,” Frankdin said,

Cunningham disagreed and proceeded to éxplain

“to Franklin Hiow he was able to promate an ‘officer

‘and stay within his budget. ‘ L
During “the first connty manager report from

‘Chenis, he had lttle tosay. - = = . L
- *One of the shortiterm goalsis to streamline the
budget;” Chanis said. “The otkier is 0 open the Jines
of communication” = . ;oL oo b (R
' The' egrnmisgion is- continuing -its work on: pre-
senting about $800,0004n fiunds it hopes to freezein
the.cuirent year's budget to the executive fnance

~committee before the end-of the year.

. Aaron Aldridge can be reached at '(800),545-
0347 ext. 139, or by e-mail at aaldridge@eagle-
fimes.com. . . ‘ : Cod
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